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Session Overview

What we’ll cover today: 

• Understand CCG eligibility requirements

• Navigate MNAid processing tools

• Apply best practices for compliance

• Review reporting expectations

• This is not full administrative guidance
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CCG Program Purpose

• Supports Minnesota student parents

• Reduces child care barriers

• Promotes persistence and completion 

• Compliments other financial aid
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Core Eligibility Requirements

• Minnesota resident student

• Enrolled in ≥ 1 credit

• Meeting SAP

• Financial Need (FAFSA/MN Dream Act)

• Eligible child in household

• Must already be paying child care expenses at the time of application
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Eligible Child

• Age ≤ 12 or ≤ 14 with disability
• If they qualify at the start of the term = they’re eligible the whole term. 

• Receive regular child care

• The student must be the child's: 
• Legal parent

• Stepparent

• Legal guardian

• Foster children = not eligible for this grant
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Quick Check

Student reports: 

• Provider = Grandma

• Same address as student

• Weekly cost = $400

Question:

Eligible provider? Yes or No?
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Quick Check: Reflection

Answer

No

Because: Provider cannot live in the same household. 

This is an easy one to miss - but a guaranteed audit finding. 

Most errors don’t happen because of lack of knowledge. They happen because 
we’re busy and trying to move quickly. 

That’s why structure, like checklists and clear P&P, matter so much. 
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MFIP & Other Assistance

• Student receiving MFIP = NOT eligible 

• Proration allowed

• CCAP/other aid reduces cost

• Proration allowed

• Must verify with on county when indicated 
on CCG application

• Student cannot simply change their 
answer on the application after 
submission
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MFIP & Other Assistance: Student Certification
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MFIP & Other Assistance: Verification
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Provider Eligibility 

• Licensed child care center

• Licensed child care home providers

• School-age care program that has a contract with a school district

• Child care center legally exempt from licensure and is certified as such by DHS or tribal 
licensing authority

• Exempt individual provider (nanny or babysitter) that is at least 18 years old, only caring for 
the student’s children, and does not live in the same household as the student or child. 

• Must NOT:
• Be parent/legal guardian/stepparent

If they won’t sign or complete the provider section = ineligible.
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Provider Section
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Provider Certification
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Application Requirements

• Complete application (all sections)

• FAFSA/MN Dream Act application 
required

• Provider verification required
• By the financial aid office prior to 

awarding

• Must clear up any conflicting 
information 

• Income, school-age, provider info, legal 
child, etc.

• Must retain all communications, 
application, and applicable 
documents for auditors 
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MNAid Overview

• Software tool for CCG processing

• One method for a student to initiate application

• Used for reconciliation

• Generates reports

• Records usage

• Required for compliance 

• MNAid must match institutional software 
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Student Application in MNAid

What is in MNAid

• Student’s original answers to the 
first page of the application

What is NOT in MNAid

• Student Certification

• Entire Provider Section

Schools are required to collect the 
entire CCG application including 
Section A and Section B
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Student Portal: Confirmation Page
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Student Application in MNAid
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Term Application Status Updates

• Under Review

• Awarded

• Paid

• Denied/Ineligible

• Not Enrolled

• Waitlisted
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Award Information MNAid

• The child names and dates of birth have been made up for example purposes 
only. 
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Award Information MNAid

‘UPDATE CHILD INFO’ and ‘ADD CHILD’ buttons
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Lifetime Units in MNAid
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Manually Entering CCG Application into MNAid
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Term Application Status Roster

• Tracks application progress

• If they are Under Review, 
Denied/Ineligible, or Not Enrolled – 
there should not be an award listed. 
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CCG Applicants Report

• Tracks all applicants in an academic year

• Students who have transferred and 
received an award from another school will 
have their other awards showing on this 
report. 

• If using this report for reconciliation, you 
will need to manipulate it to remove 
awards from other schools 
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Committed & Disbursed Amounts Report

• Tracks: 

• Awarded funds

• Paid funds

• Disbursed funds

• Used for reconciliation and 
End-of-Year report
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School Profile
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Tips for Accurate Processing

• Date stamp EVERYTHING

• Verify before awarding 

• Be mindful of calculator maximums with mid-year changes and multiple providers

• Follow institutional P&P’s and update continuously 

• Calculate each term – this ensures you have funding for the entire year for each 
student as required by the CCG manual

• Each individual child should only be entered once 

• Reference Quick Guides
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Reporting Overview

• Maintain accurate MNAid statuses 

• Reconcile with campus FAMS (ex. 
ISRS, PeopleSoft, PowerFAIDS, 
Banner, etc.).

• Monitor reports regularly 

• End-of-Year Report

• Reallocation requests: may be 
requested at anytime during the 
academic year in MNAid

Postsecondary Child Care Grant Program | ohe.mn.gov



Program Resources

• 2025-2026 CCG Manual 

• MNAid Quick Guides and Case Studies 

• OHE CCG Resources website

• OHE Student Website

• Phone a friend

• Contact: Nichole Andersen 
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Summary

• Verify eligibility before awarding

• Student receiving MFIP = not eligible (always 
verify when indicated)

• Proration allowed

• Provider verification is required once per 
academic year at minimum 

• Keep documentation complete and date-stamped

• Use MNAid tools to track status and funds

• Calculate awards for each term to ensure 
compliance and adequate availability of funds

• Reconcile and report accurately
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Contact for Questions

 Email is preferred for any Child Care Grant questions.

• Nichole.Andersen@state.mn.us (Primary contact)

• Nicole.Strowbridge@state.mn.us 

 Follow-up options:

• If more detail is needed, we can schedule a Teams or Zoom meeting to review 
the situation together.

 Our goal is to support you and ensure consistency across schools. Don’t 
hesitate to reach out.
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Thank you!

Nichole Andersen & Nicole Strowbridge
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