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Agenda

ELIGIBILITY AWARDING TIMELINE MNAID 
FEATURES

PROCESSING QUESTIONS



General Eligibility Requirements

Possess one-
fourth or more 

American Indian 
ancestry OR be 

an enrolled 
member or 
citizen of a 
federally-

recognized 
American Indian 

tribe or 
Canadian First 

Nation

Completed 
FAFSA on 

file

MN 
Resident 
Student

Enrolled at least 
¾ time as an 

undergraduate 
OR ½ time as a 

graduate 
student in an 

education 
program 

leading to a 
certificate, 
diploma, or 
degree at an 
accredited 

postsecondary 
institution in 

MN

Meeting 
Satisfactory 
Academic 

Progress (SAP)

Are not in default on 
a federal or state 

student loan or, if in 
default, have 

regained eligibility 
for federal or state 

student aid

Qualify for either a Pell or State 
Grant and demonstrate financial 
need as an undergraduate student 
OR demonstrate financial need as 
a graduate student
• An override can be entered to 

award an undergraduate student 
if the student could have 
received a Pell or MN State 
Grant but didn’t due to any one 
of these reasons:
• Has already earned a 

baccalaureate degree
• Has a child support hold
• Has met or exceeded            

Pell LEU or MSG limit
• Had completed FAFSA after 

MSG deadline or MSG funds 
are unavailable



Awarding

Standard annual award amount is up to $4,000 per academic year for undergraduate students and 
up to $6,000 per academic year for graduate students.

• An annual award may include one eligible summer term, which will count towards the equivalent annual maximums. 

Eligible students may receive awards in up to 3 semesters, 4 quarters, or the equivalent during an 
award year.

• Students enrolled in two-year degree, certificate, or diploma programs are limited to 3 annual awards or the equivalent.
• Students enrolled in four-year degree programs are limited to 5 annual awards or the equivalent.
• Students enrolled in graduate or professional degree programs are limited to 5 annual awards or the equivalent.

Students may receive up to 10 annual awards or the equivalent in a lifetime (5 annual awards at 
undergraduate level + 5 annual awards at graduate level).

Students may receive the scholarship for only one degree per educational level and one terminal 
graduate degree.



Awarding Examples

Example #1: Student attends a two-year 
program at a semester school received 
MISP for four semesters. Student now 
decides to pursue a 4-year degree program.

Calculation of eligibility: The 4-year program level 
allows a student to receive up to 10 semester 
awards, but the student has already received 4 
semester awards. 

10 – 4 = 6 

Result: Student could potentially qualify for up to 6 
semester awards for the pursuit of their 4-year 
degree program. 

Example #2: Student attends a 4-year 
program at a semester school, after 
attending for two years they received MISP 
for four semesters. Student now decides to 
pursue a two-year degree program. 

Calculation of eligibility: The two-year program level 
allows a student to receive up to 6 semester 
awards, but the student has already received 4 
semester awards. 

6 – 4 = 2 

Result: Student could potentially qualify for up to 2 
semester awards for the pursuit of their two-year 
degree program.

Example #3: Student attends a 4-year 
program at a semester school, after 
attending for three years they received 
MISP for six semesters. Student now 
decides to pursue a two-year degree 
program.

Calculation of eligibility: The two-year program level 
allows a student to receive up to 6 semester 
awards, but the student has already received 6 
semester awards. 

6 – 6 = 0

Result: Student has no eligibility for any awards for 
the pursuit of their two-year degree program.



Timeline

Data as of May 5th, 2025

2024–2025

MISP student application went live 
February 15, 2024
• 1816 Applications submitted
• 1034 Students awarded total of $3,336,001

2025–2026

MISP student application went live 
February 1, 2025
• 407 Applications submitted

2025–2026

Priority deadline July 1, 2025

August 2025

Priority applicants will begin receiving 
award notices



MNAid Features – Indian Scholarship Menu

Award Rules

• Application 
available/cut 
off dates, 
certification 
dates, 
maximum 
awards, 
waitlist 
information

School Profile

• School Term 
Start and End 
dates and 
MISP School 
Contacts 

• Important for 
School to 
review

Payment 
History

• Payment and 
refund detail, 
balances

Enter 
Application

• School user 
may enter the 
information 
from a 
students 
completed 
MISP 
application

Submit 
Financial Data

• Display of all 
MISP 
applications 
with a status 
of “Pending 
Financial 
Data”

Certification

• Display of 
eligible 
awards for a 
school to 
respond to 
regarding 
student award 
eligibility

Request 
Reinstatement

• Option to 
request 
reinstatement 
of MISP award 
that school 
user 
previously 
declined



MNAid Features – Student Quick View – Application Record

Current 
application status

• Eligible, 
Ineligible, or 
Pending Financial 
Data

Student 
information

• Contact 
information

• School has ability 
to update

Comments

• For school use
• Comments 

entered are 
stored and 
viewed in 
Transaction 
History

Application 
Information

• Application Date
• Prior names 

provided
• Tribal Affiliation
• Pell/State Grant 

Override

Financial Data

• Previously 
referred to the 
‘budget’ 
information

• Entries made by 
a school official

• Available terms 
based on school 
profile data

• Can update data 
for terms not yet 
certified

Payment 
Information

• Term awards
• Award status
• Disbursement 

dates (OHE)
• Program level 

usage totals



MNAid Features – Search Menu

Search menu allows users to search for 
single students or groups of students. 

• To see all MISP applicants for an Academic 
Year, search by applicable Academic Year 
and Indian Scholarship Aid Program

• To further narrow results, use Search Type 
field to select a variety of application 
statuses or payment statuses

• Results will appear on this page.



MNAid Features – Reports Menu

Activity Reports

• Eligible but not Awarded – Displays all applicants who 
had unmet need, but didn’t qualify for an award due to 
either; not having a Pell or MN State Grant award 
entered, not having unmet need that met the term 
minimum, or already meeting the maximum terms of 
awards at the program level.

• School Totals Report – Displays applications who were 
either awarded or paid MISP. 

• School Users Report – Displays information regarding 
MNAid users, program access, and level of access. 

• Student Data Report – Displays all applicants for the 
academic year. Includes application status, date of 
application, and award per term. This is the most 
comprehensive view of applicants.



MNAid Features – Reports Menu

Rosters

• Certification Roster – Generates report of all 
students with awards in a “Ready to Certify” status.

• Payment Roster – Generates report of all students 
with a payment/adjustment record with a “Paid” 
status.

• Ready To Pay Roster – Generates report of all 
students with awards that have had been certified 
by the school that are now in a “Ready To Pay” 
status.

• Waitlist Roster – Generates report of all students 
with a term that has an award in a “Waitlist” 
status.



Processing – Submit Financial Data

Institutions should submit financial data if a student has completed all of the necessary 
steps to receive financial aid regardless of whether or not the college has: 

• Established tuition and fees for the upcoming year; 

• The ability to provide a complete and final financial data sheet; or

• Can issue a financial aid offer letter.

Institutions should not submit financial data if a student has not completed the 
financial aid process at the institution.

• This includes students who have outstanding verification or conflicting 
information documentation to submit.

2025-2026 Priority deadline for students is July 1, 2025.



Processing – Submit Financial Data

The Submit Financial Data menu lists all 
students for the selected academic year who 
have submitted a FAFSA and have approved 
ancestry documentation on file.

When the student has completed all the 
necessary steps to receive financial aid, the 
financial data should be submitted by the 
school.

If the student has not applied or has not 
completed the necessary steps to receive 
financial aid, the data should not be 
submitted and the student will remain in the 
Submit Financial Data menu.

Select the student SSN to open the Submit 
Financial Data window.



Processing – Submit Financial Data

Must indicate if student is a MN Resident 

Term start dates are pre-filled based on terms dates 
entered in school profile and enrollment status must be 
entered for each of those terms.

Negative SAI must be entered as 0

Split a positive SAI evenly across the terms the student 
had been packaged with aid for:

 If student has been packaged for one term only, 
enter full SAI to that one term.

 If student has been packaged for two terms, split 
SAI into two between both those terms. 

American Indian Scholars Program awards should be 
entered into the Institutional Grants, Scholarships, and 
Waivers line.

Emergency Financial Assistance is no longer counted as 
OFA effective FY25.



Processing – Submit Financial Data

Must notify the MISP administrator if data is 
being provided for an undergraduate student 
who didn’t qualify for a Pell or MN State Grant 
award who otherwise would’ve based on their 
SAI and enrollment level, but didn’t because 
any one of these reasons:

• Has already earned a baccalaureate degree

• Has a child support hold

• Has met or exceeded Pell LEU or MSG limit

• Has submitted a FAFSA after MSG deadline

• MSG funding is unavailable

These students are eligible to receive an 
override for not having a Pell or MN State 
Grant award listed in their financial data. 



Processing – Submit Financial Data

Follow the Order of Enactment; if student qualifies 
for one of these other State Aid (Last Dollar or 
Remaining Need) Programs, do not include these 
programs in the MISP financial data: 

• Student Teacher Grants in Shortage Areas

• Underrepresented Student Teacher Grants

• Aspiring Teachers of Color Scholarship

• Fostering Independence Higher Education Grants

• North Star Promise Scholarship

Select Save when entries are complete. Once data 
is saved, the student will no longer appear on the 
Submit Financial Data menu, but the school must 
continue to update the student financial data if any 
subsequent changes occur.



Processing - Awards

Schools can view awards by a variety of methods:

• Directly within the student MISP Application Menu

• Indian Scholarship Certification Menu (view by single terms only)

• MNAid > Reports > Activity Reports> Student Data Report (Excel Report)

• MNAid > Reports > Rosters > Certification Roster (Excel Report)



Processing - Awards

In the Certification menu, all students for the selected 
academic year and academic term who have MISP awards 
pending school approval will be listed. 

Compare the Financial Data shown in the MISP record to the 
information within your FAMS system.

• If data is incorrect, return to the MISP application and make 
all necessary updates.

• If data is correct and you approve of the payment being 
issued, select Yes to Certify.

• If student is not eligible due to not meeting SAP, select No 
and enter SAP Not Met under Additional Options.

• If you’re not ready to indicate either Yes or No, student can 
remain in a pending status.

• Once done with responses, must select Save.

If a student appears in gray without the ability to certify their 
payment, this means there is a prior term in the academic year 
that they have an award for that hasn’t been certified. 
Response for the prior award will be required first.



Processing - Awards

The Request Reinstatement menu will enable a 
school to submit a request to OHE to reinstate an 
award that had they had previously submitted a 
No certification response to. 

Select the applicable Academic Year, the Term, and 
then Ok.

The list of applicants who previously had an award 
declined by the school will open. Check the 
Request Reinstatement box and select Save. 

The request will then go to the OHE administrator 
to review for possible reinstatement.

If approved, the student will be placed back on the 
school certification roster and the school would 
need to complete the steps necessary to certify 
the award.



Processing - Awards

In the MNAid Indian Scholarship Menu, the 
Payment History menu will display an Academic 
Year break down of:

• Total Paid Payments per term

• Total Pending Payments per term

• Payment history by date

• Ability to select the Batch Number to see student 
data for each payment.

This page may be useful to your Business Office 
staff, view only rights can be set up.

MISP MNAid users will receive a payment 
confirmation email when a payment has been 
processed. Once processed, it can take up to 2 
weeks for funds to arrive at the school.



Processing - 
Updates

Schools must review and update the 
financial data for students:

• Before certifying the award,

• At the time of disbursement, and

• After disbursement to ensure 
students continue to demonstrate 
financial need.

Not having accurate financial data 
provided for a student is the most 
common audit finding for the MISP 
program. 



Processing - Updates

Any of the other 
financial aid that the 
student received had 

changed, or 

The COA was changed 
due to a budget 
adjustment or 

enrollment level change, 
or

A course (or courses) were later:

• withdrawn from prior to the date the MISP award were disbursed to the 
student account, 

• dropped without charge,
• reported as the student had never attended,
• had a backdated LDA to a date prior to the date the MISP award were 

disbursed to the student account,
• had a backdated withdraw to a date prior the date the MISP award were 

disbursed to the student account, or
• fully withdrawn from (aka a total/complete withdraw).



Processing - Updates

For any term that has not had an MISP award 
paid in it yet, schools can continue to edit the 
financial data within the students MISP 
application menu by selecting the ‘Update 
Financial Data’ button. These terms are 
identified with a white background.

In this example, changes to the Fall, Spring, 
and Summer terms would be made here.



Processing - Updates

For terms that have had an MISP award paid, 
schools can no longer edit the financial data 
for that term within the students MISP 
application menu by selecting the ‘Update 
Financial Data’ button. These terms are 
identified with a gray background.

In this example, changes to the Spring and 
Summer terms would be made here, but a Fall 
term award was already paid and therefore 
the Fall term changes couldn’t be made here.



Processing - Updates

For terms that have had an MISP award already paid, schools must go to the student Payment History menu, 
then select that terms MISP payment amount (linked in blue) to update the financial data for that term.



Processing - Updates

Make the appropriate adjustment(s), select the reason for the adjustment(s) in the Reason drop down 
field, and select Calculate Adjustment.

A resulting message will appear in the top blue banner regarding if a return is required, if a new award is 
created, or if there is no award adjustment. Review all data to confirm accuracy.

• If additional changes are needed, select Cancel. Then repeat the process to make sure all necessary 
updates are made within the same calculation. 

• If you have questions regarding the results of the calculation, select Cancel. Reach out to the MISP 
administrator with the student information and financial data needing to be updated for clarification. 

• Once you verify everything is correct, select Save. This will record the change(s) in the student 
application. 

• MISP administrator is monitoring if changes entered would impact awards from other terms and will 
be reaching out to the campus MISP administrator if necessary.



Processing - Updates

For students who have an entry to the 
Manual Adjustment Amount or Manual 
Assistance Used lines in their financial data:

• If no MISP award had been paid yet, schools are 
able to continue to update the financial data in 
the MISP application.

• If a MISP award had been paid, schools will be 
prohibited from making financial data changes. 
Messaging will appear on the adjustment screen 
alerting the school user. Please email the MISP 
administrator with the necessary financial data 
changes and we will make the changes.



Processing - 
Refunds

• Communicate changes to students as 
timely as possible.

• Refunds must be returned within 30 days.

• When issuing a refund, please return 
funds with the fillable OHE Refund Return 
Form PDF.

• Form located here: Campus Financial Aid 
Administrator Resources (state.mn.us)

• When OHE receives the refund, it will be 
recorded in the payment history within 
MNAid.

https://www.ohe.state.mn.us/mPg.cfm?pageID=891
https://www.ohe.state.mn.us/mPg.cfm?pageID=891


Processing - Reminders

Other Items/Reminders:
Verify all student financial data for 2024-2025 is complete and accurate.
• Even for students who didn’t receive an award.
• Utilize Student Data Report, if helpful.
Check your school profile information for accuracy.

Check your MNAid users access, reach out to have users added or removed.

July 1 2025, priority deadline for 2025-2026 applicants.

Return refunds within 30 days.



Contact

Questions?

Nicole Strowbridge

Nicole.Strowbridge@state.mn.us

(651) 355-0608

Lara Gerhardson

Lara.Gerhardson@state.mn.us

(651) 259-3939

Please reach out with any questions, concerns, or 
feedback and you and your students navigate MISP in the 

MNAid system!

mailto:Nicole.Strowbridge@state.mn.us
mailto:Lara.Gerhardson@state.mn.us
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